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Climate change will increase rat population says majority of rural
professionals

An 80 per cent majority of pest controllers, farmers and gamekeepers believe climate change
will have an impact on the UK rat population, according to a survey by the Campaign for
Responsible Rodenticide Use (CRRU) at the Game Fair. Among that majority, 92 per cent say
they expect the impact to be an increase in rat numbers.

Right now, based on evidence they see in their work, 61 per cent of participants say the rat
population is rising, while 30 per cent reckon it is static and 9 per cent believe it to be falling.

CRRU chairman Dr Alan Buckle is concerned by the low awareness identified by the survey of
two major consequences of rat infestations. Asked about disease organisms carried by rats,
while 80 per cent of people named Weil’s disease or its causative agent, Leptospira, only five
per cent mentioned Salmonella and no one at all mentioned Campylobacter,
Cryptosporidium, Listeria or Toxoplasma.

About the fire risk created by rats, only nine per cent of participants answered correctly that
an estimated half of all farm fires were started by rat damage. The majority of participants
underestimated the threat, with 68 per cent saying one-in-ten fires and another 14 per cent
saying one-in-four.

Advice on the responsible and effective use of rodenticides is available at the CRRU website
(www.thinkwildlife.org.uk), the core of which is a seven-point code of good practice: ALWAYS
(1) have a planned approach, (2) record quantity of bait & where it is placed, (3) use enough
baiting points, and (4) collect and dispose of rodent bodies. NEVER (5) leave bait exposed to
non-target animals and birds, (6) fail to inspect bait regularly, (7) leave bait down at the end
of the treatment.

In addition to disease and fire risks, Dr Buckle points out that the estimated 10.5 million UK
rat population consumes 210 tonnes of food a day, and aninfestation of only 10 rats
produces 146,000 droppings and 54 litres of urine in a year. He says the estimated annual
cost of on-farm damage caused by rats is in the range £15-30 million.

At a number of rural colleges, the 2008/9 academic year sees a training programme about
responsible and effective use of rodenticides, developed by CRRU and Sparsholt College,
Hampshire, being taught for the first time to students on game, wildlife andcountryside
management courses.

Additional background to rodent control in the UK

B Rat population: 10.5 million (Source: International Pest Control, Jul-Aug 2004, vol 46,
p202-203, quoting Roger Quy of the Central Science Laboratory (CSL).
Bl Compelling reasons for controlling rodents:
o To prevent:
— Consumption of foodstuffs.
— Contamination and fouling.
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— Physical damage to property, structures and installations.
— Transmission of diseases to humans and animals.
— Damage to wildlife and game birds.
o To provide:
— Compliance with requirements of audit schemes.

For further information:

Dr Alan Buckle, chairman CRRU, Alan Buckle Consulting Ltd, Tel: +44 (0)1730 826715,
alan@alanbuckleconsulting.com, www.thinkwildlife.org.uk.

On behalf of CRRU, press release written and issued by Phil Christopher, Red Rock Publicity Ltd,
phil.redrock@btinternet.com, 07802 672304.
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